
A brief background on Iconographer Eleni Schumacher

A bit about me and my iconography experience:  I took my first icon painting workshop at Raft 
Island in 1992, with Presvytera Sophronia Tomaras and painted in acrylic. I was soon hooked 
and took another 4 or 5 workshops with Vladislav Andreyev and then studied with Vladimir 
Blagonadezhdin, both Russian master iconographers working in egg tempera technique. 
Over the years I have found that many non-orthodox people are drawn to iconography. The 
images "speak" to them and calm them in a busy world, and feel that they are not your usual 
pictures on a wall.  I have a degree in education and taught art methods in the public schools for 
a few years in Washington State. It was natural therefore, for me to teach and share what I have 
learned in painting icons.  I am by no means a master iconographer as I continue to learn with 
every icon I paint (or write). I have a lot to learn :-)
Dianne Nolan came upon some of my icons displayed in a Post Falls business and she was drawn 
to them and asked to contact me. She took a few classes with me as well as Vladimir 
Blagonadezhdin and has since blossomed into a very fine iconographer.
A year or so ago, she and I teamed up to teach some workshops together and the rest, as they say, 
is history.
We have fun teaching together and conduct our classes with prayer and teaching about icons and 
their history, symbolism and how it ties into Orthodox Spirituality. We view iconography 
as visual prayer - anyone can pray, some pray better than others.  Together we share what we've 
learned about praying visually.  It opens a door into Orthodoxy for the non-Orthodox.
Hope that helps introduce me to you.  You can see some of Vladimir's work at 
www.iconsart.com. It is an old website - set up in 1998, but it has some of his images there for 
reference.
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