
 

 Saint Katherine College 
 Holy Lands Tour 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commencing June 14th, 2014 
 

EGYPT 
 

DAY 1 
Pick up from Sharm-el-Sheikh to St. Catherine. Relax and 
overnight. Accommodation for 1 night in the monastery hotel 
on half board basis (HB)  
 
DAY 2 
Afternoon transfer from St. Catherine to Taba, cross into 
Israel. Overnight in Eilat hotel sharing double occupancy in 
standard double room (HB)  
 

ISRAEL 
 

DAY 3  
Tour Masada. Entrance fees to Masada National park with cable car 
2 ways. Visit Dead Sea where we will visit Qumran, the site where 
the "Dead Sea Scrolls" were found. After a swim in the Dead Sea. on 
to Nazareth. Overnight sharing double occupancy in standard double 
room (HB).  

 
DAY 4  
Nazareth, including Mary's Well & the Greek-Orthodox St. Gabriel 
Church, Cana, Mt. Tabor. O/N Tiberias/Nazareth. HB  

 
DAY 5  
Caesarea Maritima, where St. Peter started spreading Christianity, 
including the Byzantine Basilica & the Pontius Pilate Inscription, 
Megiddo (Armageddon). O/N Tiberias/ Nazareth. HB  
 
DAY 6  
Visit Capernaum: the Apostle Peter's house and the synagogue. 
Also visit the Greek-Orthodox Capernaum and the Mount of the 
Beatitudes. Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. River Jordan: Renewal 
of our Baptismal Vows in the Jordan River. O/N Tiberias/ Nazareth. 
HB  
  



DAY 7 
[If possible: drive to Nablus, to visit Jacob's Well & Josef's Tomb], on the way to Jericho, we will try to visit the 
traditional Baptismal Site on the Jordan River at Qasr-al-Yahud. Then we visit Jericho, including the Mt. of 
Temptation, Elisha's Spring and Zabadeus's Sycamore Tree. If open to visitors, visit the St. George Monastery in 

Lydda with the relics of St. George & in Mt Carmel Elijah's 
Cave. [In case we can’t visit Nablus, visit the Inn of the Good 
Samaritan with the Byzantine Church & the exhibition of 
Jewish, Christian & Samaritan findings]. Enter Jerusalem 
triumphantly, in Jesus' footsteps, via the Mt. of Olives. O/N 
Jerusalem. HB 

 
DAY 8  
Morning at leisure. Afternoon tour to Temple Mount (if open 
to visitors) looking from outside at the Dome of the Rock, O/N 
Jerusalem HB  

 
DAY 9  
Mt. of Olives. If open, visit the Russian Orthodox Monastery of St. Mary 
Magdalene,  
and walk down to the Garden of Gethsemane, where we also visit the 
Orthodox Tomb of Mary. , Orthodox "Prison of Christ", the Praetorium with 
Lithostrotos, and along parts of the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the 
Resurrection (or Holy Sepulcher as the Roman Catholics call it). Museum of 
the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem; Wailing Wall. O/N 
Jerusalem. HB  
 
DAY 10  
Yad Vashem - Holocaust Museum (including the Orthodox righteous among 
the nations like St. Maria Skobtsova); At the Israel Museum we visit the 
Dead Sea Scrolls Museum ("Shrine of the Book") and also the scale model 
of Jerusalem at the time of Christ. In the afternoon we will visit the Greek 
Orthodox Monastery of the Holy Cross. O/N Jerusalem. HB  
 

DAY 11  
A whole day in and near Bethlehem: Basilica of the Nativity; Shepherds 
Field. In the  
afternoon: Monastery of St. Savas of Palestine (Mar Saba). O/N Kibbutz. 
HB  

 
DAY 12  
On to Tel Aviv. Old Jaffa, including the Orthodox Talithakumi Church, 
short city-tour of Tel Aviv, and then drive to see the old Byzantine Church 
of Emmaus (Latrun). O/N Tel Aviv. HB  

 
DAY 13  
Breakfast at your hotel. On your own to explore, go to the beach 
(you can rent a lounge chair and an umbrella), shop – just relax in 
this very relaxed city. Farewell dinner before going to the airport for 
your flight back to USA. 

 
  



SERVICES INCLUDED 

In Egypt 
 

 Transfer from Sharm airport to St. Catherine Monastery by air-conditioned bus. (bus stays overnight 
to transfer the group to Taba borders)  

 Accommodation for 1 night in St. Catherine Monastery hotel sharing double occupancy on half-
board basis  

 Transfer from St. Catherine Monastery by air-conditioned bus to Taba borders.  
 

In Israel/Palestine 
 

 Bus & Guide from Taba borders to Eilat Hotel 

 Accommodation HB (half board) basis at Dan Panorama Eilat (1 Night), Golden Crown Nazareth (4 
nights), Dan Jerusalem (4 nights), Kibbutz Yad Hashemona (1 night), Grand Beach Tel Aviv (1 night) - 
or similar hotels as per availability. Note check from the hotel out last day by 12:00!!! *** 

 Entrance fees 

 Farewell dinner before departure  

 Porterage assist & welcome drinks upon arrival hotels  

 Map, hat, Pilgrims certificates  

 Parking fees. staff accommodation as per needs  
 

*** Note: The hotels that offered for this tour are local equivalent of 3***/4**** and in some places are 
the best available. Please note that, the level of accommodations and services may be different from the 
expectations of similarly rated hotels in Western Europe or North America.  
 

NOT INCLUDED  
 

 Air Fare*  

 Guide and driver tips  

 Lunches  

 Traveler insurance* & personal expenses  

 Any item not mentioned as included  
 

Note: Bus & Guide are operating up to 10 hours daily & during day hours only  
Entering any site in the Palestinian zone is subject to the current political/security situation & might be 
cancelled without any notice. We will do our very best to include all mentioned sites. 
 

* Please contact Bob and/or Genie Martin of Sunrise Travel, Mission Viejo, CA at (949) 831-5571 or 

fiteon@pacbell.net for assistance in booking flights or arranging insurance.  
 

 
PAYMENTS  
 

The cost of the trip is $2,695 per person, based on double occupancy in a group of at least 25 paying 
members. Single accommodations supplement is $789 and subject to availability. Please factor that 
the final price may fluctuate due to the actual number of participants or due to significant difference 
in exchange rate of shekel/Egyptian pound vs. the US dollar at the time of the final payment. Our 
hope is that the price of the tour will remain the same. In any case you'll be informed right away in the 
unlikely event of any financial changes or adjustments. 



 
All payments should be made by check to: "Sunrise Travel" with a notation “St Katherine College tour” 
on the memo line and mailed to: Sunrise Travel, Attn: Bob Martin, 23891 Via Fabricante, Ste 603, 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691. Any returned checks are subject to $30 fee. 
 
For payment with a Credit Card, banks charge us a processing fee so we would be obliged to charge 
your 3% more. 
  
A $300.00 deposit is required when you sign up for the trip. The deposit is non-refundable. 
 

Additional payments will be required as follows:  
 $500 due September 15  

 $500 due December 15  

 $800 due February 15, 2014  

 $595 (final payment) due April 1, 2014  
 

In the event you default on these payments a cancellation occurs and everything collected beyond the deposit is 
subject to 10% penalty.  
 

If you need to cancel on or after May 1, 2014, the following penalty schedule applies:  
Days prior to departure: 

 44-31 days:  15% of total tour cost  
 30-15 days: 35% of total tour cost  
 14-7 days: 50% of total tour cost  
 6-1 days: 100% of total tour cost  

 

ALL REQUESTS FOR CANCELLATION MUST BE WRITTEN (EMAIL OR POSTAL MAIL) AND RECEIVED 
BY BOB OR GENIE MARTIN BEFORE THE SCHEDULED DATES ABOVE.  
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
 

Personal circumstances may change and unforeseen events may arise. You are strongly encouraged to 
purchase travel insurance. Please contact Bob or Genie Martin for information.  
 

TIPS 
 

 As mentioned above, it is strongly suggested for a traveler to obtain insurance covering medical 
needs and coverage regarding personal property; 

 Be aware that all medical needs will be sole responsibility of the traveler; 

 Act in a manner consistent with the surrounding environment;  

 Make arrangement to have sufficient funds to cover personal needs and unexpected happenings. 
We recommend the use of a Mastercard or Visa card when possible (not American Express or 
Discover). If possible, use a card that carries no foreign transaction fees. Sometimes cash is the only 
option, in smaller denominations. US currency is often welcome, but be aware of the correct current 
exchange rates to ensure fair value. ATM’s are widely available for local currencies. 

 The places that we will be visiting may not have the same amenities that one may be accustomed 
to. Medical facilities in some areas are limited. Because of the difference in language and customs, it 
is expected that the traveler will follow the directions of the Tour Guide and Director at all times.  

 



Passport and Visa: 
 

A valid passport is needed to travel to the Middle East. The passport must be issued at least three 
months prior to the departure and must be valid 6 months after your return. US citizens do not need a 
visa to travel to Israel but there is an entry tax. An Egyptian visa is obtained at the airport for a $20 
charge. If you are not a US, Canada or EU citizen, please contact the Embassies or Consulates of Israel 
and Egypt to see if you do need a visa to travel there.  
 

Security: 
 

Israel and the Sinai Peninsula generally are safe despite the abundance of news about domestic 
disturbance there. Even in the West Bank tourists are not considered to be targets. In Israel you should 
be careful around any conservative religious quarters of Muslims and Jews alike. Petty street crime such 
as pick pocketing is quite widely spread, especially in large cities and in and around “tourist traps”. Don't 
keep all of your cash in one place, and carry important documents (like your passport) with you in a 
hidden pocket or secure bag. You don't want to be in a foreign land without money or travel 
documents. Expensive jewelry and fancy clothes are best left at home. We recommend you make a 
photocopy of the first 2 pages of your passport (where your signature and photo are) as well as ID’s in 
your wallet, and the front and back of all credit cards you are carrying. In the event of loss or theft this 
information will make recovery much faster and easier. These copies should be kept in a separate 
location than the originals.  
 

Medication: 
 

Israel has very good health systems and drugs are widely available at many pharmacies. Most of the 
clerks at the pharmacies speak fluent English. However, we still would recommend you to bring 
whatever medications that you think you may need, and especially prescription drugs. Please check with 
your doctor if you need any vaccinations when travelling to that part of the World. Please bring anti-
allergen remedies if you have a history of pollen allergy. It is very easy to become dehydrated on trip like 
this because the climate is hot and dry. Make sure to drink lots of liquids (pure water is the best choice). 
Mid June will likely be hot, especially in the desert. So, please be prepared adequately and don’t take your 
chances with heat and sun. In Israel it is safe to drink tap water, unless noted otherwise. In Egypt and 
some parts of Israel it is advised to use only bottled water for drinking and brushing of teeth.  
 

Currency: 
 

Many of the stores in Israel and Egypt accept credit cards (mostly Visa or MasterCard, no Discover or 
American Express). Try to use a card that carries no foreign transaction fees (check with your bank). 
However, if you plan to shop at the markets or at the souvenir stands you will need cash. Dollars and 
Euros are very widely accepted. However, if you feel that you need local currency, the easiest way to 
obtain it is to use the ATM machine. For ATMs use your debit card because you won’t be charged any 
interest on cash withdrawals. On your credit card purchase or with your debit card cash withdrawal you 
get the best exchange rate, that of the day. It is a good idea to let your bank or credit company (the one 
whose card you’ll be using) know that you are travelling overseas. Without such a notice some 
companies may “freeze” your account in an attempt to prevent foreign card fraud. Whenever you shop, 
especially at the markets and in the Arab stores, make sure to bargain. As a rule you can reduce the 
price by about 30-50% and often you can make even a much better deal. Be persistent and pay no 
attention to raging emotion – that’s part of the culture and the way of conducting trade business. 



 

Dress code: 
 

Although you will see a lot of tourist wearing shorts and sleeveless t-shirts, in parts of Israel, Palestine 
and Egypt, such outfits may be considered offensive. Light, but longer pants and dresses are appreciated 
and buy more respect. Open sandals will be very uncomfortable on the uneven terrain of the 
archaeological sites and may be considered provocative in a non-tourist settings of the West Bank (This 
recommendation applies to both - men and women). In churches and monasteries modest attire is 
required – no shorts or bare shoulders while visiting these sites. 

 
Be sure to bring: 
 

 An alarm clock 

 Alcohol-based hand sanitizer or wet 
wipes 

 Kleenex 

 Film/digital storage cards and extra 
batteries for your camera (at the 
tourist places they are widely available 
but significantly more expensive) 

 Comfortable shoes for a lot of walking 
(do not start the trip with new shoes) 

 

If you like using a hand cloth for washing, bring your own. They are not often offered in Europe or the 
Middle East.  
Electric outlet adapters are necessary if you plan to use any electric gadgets from the US.  
 

Power transformers may be needed (many newer devices are wired to accept either 110 voltage such as 
we use in North America or 220 volt found in most of the rest of the world).  

 
Determine what you need before you go – it will save you time and money.  
 
Hat or a head cover, sun protection lotion and a bottle of water (can be purchased along the 
way) are absolutely “must have” things on this trip.  
 

Finally, you will have a wonderful journey filled with the most amazing, 
spiritual experiences of a lifetime. Take a few small precautions and use a little 
forethought and you will avoid some of the missteps that don’t make for such 
great stories upon your return home.  

BON VOYAGE! 

 
Bob and Genie Martin 
Sunrise Travel 
Mission Viejo, CA 
(949) 831-5571 
fiteon@pacbell.net 


